
ew USO lounge opens door to G-A community 
RB celebrates inauguration witti 3 days of festivities 

R. Green 
Citizen staff 

in the Greater Stuttgart Military 
nity is good; now it just got bet-

lounge of the United Service 
:tions was officially inaugurated 

ceremony at the Robinson Barracks 
ig mall June 2. 
Gen. James B. Allen, the Greater 

Military Community com-
. stepped aside to allow seven en-

scrvicemembers — two from the 
Navy and Air Force and one from 

ne Corps — to have the honor 
'ng the ribbon proclaiming the 

*$ official opening. 
*T>iis is for you," Allen said to the 
xrmembers as the ribbon was being 

to the ribbon-cutting. World 
President, Charles Hagel, presented 

's Lord Mayor Manfred Rom-
nth the USO's highest honor, the 

World Distinguished Service 
in recognition of his contribu-

10 German-American friendship. 
do not deserve this award," Rom-

sated modestly. 
Ifce groundbreaking for GSMCs new 

began in February. The 350-
meter facility cost about DM 

to construct and furnish. Get-

news briefs 
TC conference 

The 1989 European Transporta-
Corps (TC) Conference and 

will be held July 7 and 8. This 
Jew's theme, "NCOs — the spirit 

" ihe Corps," is in line with the 
»89 Army theme, the NCO. 

The conference will be held at the 
Sdiwetzingen Conference Center 
Aity 7 from 8:30 a.m. to noon; the 
M l is scheduled for July 8, begin-
ttng at 6 p.m. at the Heidelberg OfTi-
mt't Oub at Patrick Henry Village. 

Both events are open to Transpor-
Corps officers, noncommis-
officers (E-7 and above), ci-

lan personnel (GS-7 and above), 
-Td guests. The attire is formal. 

Persons interested should contact 
Lee at 325-2608/2733 or 

•5171-61608. 

Meal coupons 
Effective this year, all unused 

^dnoi meal coupons may be held 
md used for the next school year, 
trfunds are still available, but not 
•quired. 

For more information, contact 
w local AAFES office. 

LES registration 
Registration and prer^stration 

« the Ludwiesbuig Elementary 
ki»ol (LES) will be held fix>m June 

• rough 23 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
1 returning students must be 

- -.gislered every year. If the de-
icnl travel orders have ex-
', you must bring in a copy of 
aension orders. 

kindergarten students and new 
tti^nts must have their passport 
« birth certificate, updated shot 
•tjord, and dependent travel or-

to register. 
For details, contact 07141-

«:636 or 4282-636. 

Gen. Thomas Richards speaks to local dignitaries at the opening of the USO. 

man business, government bodies and 
associations bore most of the cost. 

Following the ribbon-cutting, a three-
day celebration began in honor of every
one who assisted m getting the project 
off the ground and for everyone the 
lounge will benefit for years toxome. 

A beer tent located in the shopping 
mall parking lot was the focal point of 
the celebration providing food and 
prizes, as well as a musical extravaganza 

with talents ranging from Kentucky 
Carl's country solos to Ray Martin's 
Elvis Presley improvisations. 

The lounge, however, was the featured 
attraction. 

"The new USO lounge is more than 
the traditional 'home away from 
home'," said Gen. Thomas Richards, 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of U.S. 
European Command, "because of its 
new emphasis on providing services for 

the entire military family while continu
ing to promote understanding through 
German-American inter-cultural 
events." 

The new facility boasts a spacious in
terior with two club rooms, an informa
tion counter, offices, a multi-purpose 
conference room and a teaching kitchen. 

There's one room set aside for moth
ers with infants, providing a space to 
feed their babies while the mother gains 
"an oasis of peace away from shopping," 
said the Director of GSMCs USO. 
Charles Howell. 

Another area is open to service-
members and family members who want 
to break away from the confines of the 
barracks or the rigors of shopping to 
watch television or a movie on a video-
cassette recorder. Long-distance tele
phone lines to the States are also avail
able. If someone wants to make a call 
back home, but doesn't have the change, 
the new lounge offers a telephone service 
where the user just calls directly home 
and pays in cash at the counter after the 
call is made. 

The teaching kitchen will hold the 
USO's language course in basic German 
and provide translation services for 
minor transactions. The USO's schedule 
of tours will continue, but with the added 
benefit of being oreanized out of a larger, 
easier-to-locate information counter. 

The lounge will be open Monday-Friday 
from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m.-9 
p.m., and Sunday from noon-8 p.m. 
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USO lounge provi(des shopping respite 
for GSMC servicemembers and families 
by Lionel R. Green 
Stuttgart Citizen staff 

Enlisted servicemembers, family 
members and shoppers have a haven to 
go to in the Robinson Barracks shopping 
mall now that the new United Service 
Organizations lounge is open. 

The lounge will give shoppers a place 
to rest and catch their breath before 
merging back out into the consumer traf
fic. It will also make those 20 minute, 
fast-food lunches more enjoyable by 
catching the Final Jeopardy question or 
the latest MTV video on the lounge's 
satellite television. 

" I t makes you feel like you're back in 
the States," said Barbara Gould, a family 
member whose husband works for the 
307th MI Bn. at Kelley Barracks. "It's 
the next best thing to being home." 

One important feature of the new 
lounge is the telephone system. 

No more scrounging for an extra ten-
pfennig piece, or running from door-to-
door in the barracks looking for change 
for a twenty-mark bill. The six phones in 
the USO lounge offer an option. 

Three of the phones are strictly for 
making stateside collect calls. Not much 
of a difference, except no hassle with 

coins, and instead of being confined in a 
German telephone booth on post, you 
can be surrounded by the comfortable, 
warm atmosphere of the new lounge. 

There are also three Bundespost 
booths with phones that allow you to 
make a call and pay for it in either DMs 

"It makes you feel like 
you're back in the 
States. It's the next best 
thing to beirg home." 

or dollars at the information counter 
after you're through talking. All you have 
to do is fill out a form at the counter 
prior to making the call. 

Mothers with infants and small chil
dren will have a room that will get them 
away from the crowds at the mall. Moth
ers can feed their babies and tend to 
other needs without blocking mall aisles 
or trying to hold on to ten other things at 
the same time. 

The USO lounge will continue its lan
guage courses in basic German. You can 
sign ri^t up at the counter. These 

courses give students a means to work on 
conversational German and expand their 
vocabulary. The course costs $25 and is 
held at a teaching room in the lounge two 
nights a week for a month. 

The popular USO tours will also con
tinue with two Rhine River cruises com
ing up in the next month and a trip to 
Paris this weekend. Lake Constance is on 
the agenda June 25 and in July, trips to 
Nuembei^ Strassbourg and Heidelberg 
are scheduled along with several other 
excursions. 

The lounge itself is full of brochures 
and magazines in both American and 
German languages. 

"This is a great place to relax while 
waiting for your bus," said Christine 
Baitlargeion, a Canadian visiting mili
tary friends here in GSMC. "Plus it's just 
a nice place to have a rest from all the 
shopping." 

From making a call home a little eas
ier to making a day in the mall a little 
less frantic, the USO is here to serve the 
American military servicemembers and 
their families. 

"This is by far the best improvement 
I've seen in the three years that I've been 
here," said Gould who left lo go back to 
the States last Tuesday. 

The U in USO stand for YOU. Stutt
gart's USO, one of the eight in Germany, 
is your USO. 


